Tealing Community Council
Tealing Small Hall, Inveraldie

Wednesday 24th March 2010 @ 7.30pm

Present:

Graeme Reoch  (Chair)




Nicki Donaldson (Minute Taker)




Nancy Wilkie



Mary Cavin




Alex Henderson



Kay Dennis




Councillor Jean Lee

In Attendance:
Sgt Stewart Ferguson



Rosemary Lindsay




Niki Lamond




Lindsay Hay




Sandra Burke
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	APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillor Whyte, Councillor Thomson, Bob Taylor, John Kirkland and PC Louden.
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	MINUTES OF 20TH JANUARY 2010
Agreed.   
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	MATTERS ARISING:
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3.2

3.3
3.4

3.5
3.6
3.7
3.8

	Road Subsidence, Newbigging
Councillor Whyte advised via email that he had an excellent site visit thanks to Andrew Scott to address the drainage issues.  He has passed on Jeff Green’s response letter of 5th March re Weight/Speed Limit and potholes infilling to Andrew Scott (see attached email).
Bus Service

Councillor Whyte advised via email that he is in contact with Lesley Millar, Transport Manager regularly.  He advised that if anyone continues to have problems with the service to contact him by email.
Core Path
G Reoch advised that he had received correspondence from the Council stating that the Community Council Chair had been consulted previously.  It is noted that this correspondence was sent to the previous Chair and that records at the Planning Department were clearly out of date as the previous Chair resigned in May 2006.  A Henderson to give an update later in the agenda.
Piggery Site
Councillor Whyte has forwarded correspondence from Alan Hunter to G Reoch which outlines that the query over “no neighbours identified”.  This means that planning permission consultation would only be carried out to residential buildings within 20 metres (see attached email). 
Snow Clearing 
Councillor Whyte advised via email that he raised this issue with the Roads Department (copy of email forwarded to G Reoch) which states that the roads were cleared as usual by the contractor.  It is advised that there are no set timescales for the clearing of the snow and there is no outlined priority of what roads are cleared first (see attached email).
Signage
The issue over a number of arctic lorries driving into Inveraldie and then having to reverse to exit the village has been raised by Councillor Whyte.  He advised via email that this issue has been discussed and he has forwarded the email received from Douglas Hill/Dave Stewart of Bear Scotland which indicates that they are redesigning the advance black/white signs on each approach to include appropriate warning (see attached email).   
Green Bin Collection
Councillor Lee advised that she had raised this issue and that the council denied that no notification had been given over the Christmas period.  The council have advised that they will ensure that this is given additional attention next year.  S Burke advised that next year the relevant information will also be posted on the website.
Advertising
G Reoch has written to Rembrand, R Hally & Sons and The Speckled Hen to thank them for their support in advertising on the Website.
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	CORE PATH PLAN
A Henderson attended the Core Path enquiry meeting held on 24th February in the Millennium Hall, Birkhill.  Councillor Lee and Lindsay Hay also attended.  He advised that he had attended to represent the objectors and that the meeting had been relaxed although the venue could have been better as the Millennium Hall had been very cold.  The Reporter had read out a resume of Angus Council’s Poultry Farm link at Kirkton Of Tealing.  Main discussion point was lack of consultation by Angus Council, however, it is noted that Angus Council advised even if further consultation had been carried out the same decision would have been reached.  Funds had been made available to Angus Council although a lot of answers to questions were around the issue that Angus Council had apparently no funds.  The reality is that Angus Council did receive funding but the amount is unknown.
Safety was raised as a deterrent to open the New Mains link because of the vehicle movements on the road and the farm land although Angus Council ignored safety issues over other concerns raised at Kirkton Of Tealing.

The evidence is now with the Reporter and the ministers for a decision and it is unknown when a reply will be announced.

Regardless of the outcome of the Core Path Plan it was advised that the council can assist local groups to seek funding and liaise with local landowners to acquire a path if it is a priority although this would require further exploring.

The discussion and dialogue is now complete and a site visit will now be undertaken.

Councillor Lee advised that she felt the meeting was an environment where people felt comfortable to speak up.  She felt the Reporter created a positive atmosphere and helped people to make their points clear and cross examined where appropriate.
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	TREASURERS REPORT
Now in receipt of a cheque book from the Royal Bank of Scotland which will make things easier when making payments.

Administration Account with the Nationwide has a balance of £100 and all other monies (£2062) have been transferred to the new account with the Royal Bank Of Scotland.  Our Project Account will remain with Nationwide due to the higher interest rates.  The current balance in this account is £4100.

	

	6
6.1


	COUNCIL QUERIES
A Henderson raised the issue of litter at the garages.  Councillor Lee advised that she had already contacted the council regarding this issue who advised that this would be cleared.  
The litter on the A90 verges at Inveraldie to Tealing were also discussed.  Councillor Lee advised she would raise this with the council and Bear Scotland.


	Cllr Lee

	7
	WEB DESIGN UPDATE
S Burke gave an update as follows:  
· Content pages now up to 81 pages (from 50 in January) with the historic sections complete as of today.
· New sections – mobile library, get active and the weather forecast live.

· Website planning – group meeting regularly.

· Filming started tonight on “did you know” short video clips.

· Banner on Tealing Hall was put up on 14th February and has had an immediate positive effect on the number of new visitors to the site – 48% new visitors.

· Average of 2,500 page views per month from 316 visitors in January and 311 in February.  Almost half of those looking at the website are regular users.  On average people look at 7 pages and stay for about 6 minutes, therefore, it is important to keep the content updated.

· We have had overseas visitors from North America, Canada, Pakistan, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Romania, Italy and Norway.

· Direct traffic is 39%, 33% from referring sites e.g. Facebook etc, and 28% from search engine.

· Next promotional initiative is to encourage local use of the site through the Tealing Knowledge Quiz (copy circulated for info) for primary school age children. Closing date for entries is Friday 21st April 2010.  G Reoch offered to personally donate a £15 Amazon Token.

Looking Ahead

· Summer 2010 – Photography competition with categories including adults and children with winning entries on website.  We will need a judging panel.

· Nov/Dec 2010 – Tealing Citizen of the Year – annual award for outstanding community service.

· Create an online gallery of old photos, including some of those from Tealing Hall.  A Henderson volunteered to assist S Burke with this.  Other volunteers requested.
· Expand the prominent people section to include Councillor Frank Ellis, Linda Cross (British Ambassador to Ecuador) and the late Willie Wilkie.  Frank Ellis’s wife was delighted with this idea.

· My Tealing – a village wide campaign to gather stories and photographs from local people of all ages to publish on the site.

· Discussion groups, survey monkey (for online surveys and research).

· Tealing Newsletter – it would be good to find a volunteer who enjoys writing and gathering stories to take this on.

Congratulations were passed to S Burke for the excellent work she had done on the website.
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	POLICE UPDATE

Sgt Ferguson advised that there had been a theft of a motor bike over 12/13th March in Inveraldie.  He also warned of thefts of fuel all over the Angus area and that a higher profile of patrols were in operation in the evening.  He advised that he anticipated the theft of fuel to continue.

Beware of cold callers in the area offering to clean slabs etc.  Call in if unsure, however, it was noted that there are legitimate companies working in the area.

N Donaldson asked if there had been any reports of an attempted theft of horses.  Sgt Ferguson advised that there had not been any reports of this. 
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	CORRESPONDENCE
M Cavin advised of the following correspondence and invited attendees to look over:

Brochure re sports pitches.

Angus Life Issue 9 advertising various events in the area.

Tayplan Strategic Development.

Angus Council Infrastructure Services

Bus Timetable.
Angus Council Neighbourhood Services – Keep Beautiful’s People and Places Programme.
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	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Better Community Engagement Training

G Reoch, N Donaldson, K Dennis and A Henderson attended “Better Community Engagement Training” at Angus Council on 23rd March 2010.  The training was organised to encourage the Community Councils in the area to engage with their communities and Angus Council are seeking evidence of this.  It was agreed a sub-group would be set up to take this work forward.  G Reoch, N Donaldson, K Dennis, A Henderson and S Burke volunteered to sit on the sub-group.  The first meeting of the sub-group was organised for Wednesday 7th April at 7pm in the Tealing Hall.
Burns Night

G Reoch thanked Rosemary Lindsay and Niki Lamond for organising the Burns Night.  He advised that everyone seemed to enjoy the evening.  R Lindsay advised that approximately 120 people attended and that £535 had been raised.  She also advised that a £30 microwave had been purchased for the hall and the remaining £505 had been passed to the school.

M Cavin thanked N Donaldson for taking the minutes at the last meeting.  

A Ceilidh was also being organised for May time and will be advertised on the website.


	GR/ND/

KD/AH/

SB



	11
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

26th May 2010 @ 7.30pm.
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